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Establishment of specific grant agreements in the area of internet-based activities 

and/or events with partners of the Directorate General for Communication of the 

European Parliament for the co-financing of projects aimed at raising public 

awareness and encouraging wide public interest in the European decisional process, 

with a special focus on European Youth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Implementation period covered: 01/04/2015 – 31/03/2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important notice: only organisations who have already successfully applied to sign a 

Framework Partnership Agreement with DG COMM or organisations who submitted 

an application to become partner by 15/12/2014 will be eligible for submitting 

proposals under this specific call for proposals. 
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COFINANCING OF WEB-BASED ACTIVITIES AND/OR 

EVENTS 

 

Introduction 

This call for proposals is limited to organisations who are a partner of DG COMM in 

the field of web-based activities and/or in the field of events
1
 and to organisations 

who have applied to become a partner in at least one of these fields before 

15/12/2014
2
, hereinafter referred to as "partners". Only projects submitted by 

successful applicants will be taken into consideration for the purpose of awarding 

grants under this call for proposals. 

 

Purpose of the call for proposals 

In the run up to the 2014 European Elections (EE 2014) and its aftermath, in view of 

the new legislative term, DG Communication has intensified its efforts to increase 

awareness among European citizens as to the role and activities of the European 

Parliament, highlighting its political nature. In particular, it has endeavoured to ensure 

that citizens are informed that the European Parliament is the only directly elected 

European institution, that its Members are the advocates of the European citizens' 

interests, and that the votes of the individual citizens directly determine European 

Governance, since different political parties champion different outcomes affecting 

European citizens in their daily life.   

 

In light of the follow up of the EE 2014, public opinion surveys have been carried out 

in order to evaluate and analyse the participation, knowledge and overall attitude of 

European citizens regarding the EE 2014. In particular, the post-election survey 

carried out by the European Parliament
3
 has shown the importance to involve 

European young citizens closer and more actively in these communication efforts. 

 

European young people were greatest abstainers (72%) in the EE 2014 whereas the 

attachment to Europe remains very strong in this category (73%). Yet 49% of them 

believe the European Parliament does not properly take into account the concerns of 

European citizens. It's therefore important that the communication activities supported 

by DG COMM engage actively with young people in order to improve their 

understanding of the European Parliament, how its decisions affect their daily lives 

and the ways through which they can influence the decisional process at EU level.  

 

In this context, DG COMM is launching a call for proposals to identify potential 

beneficiaries for grants for specific projects which will specifically target European 

Youth and focus on the following aspects: 

 

                                                 
1
 These are organisations who successfully applied to become partner under call for proposals 

COMM/2012/FPA before 30/09/2013. 
2
 These are organisations who applied to become partner under the application round of the call for 

proposals COMM/2012/FPA to be closed on 15/12/2014. 
3
 http://www.europarl.europa.eu/aboutparliament/en/00191b53ff/Eurobarometer.html?tab=2014_2  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/aboutparliament/en/00191b53ff/Eurobarometer.html?tab=2014_2
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 highlighting the role, political nature and achievements of the European 

Parliament  

 

 disseminating information and promoting dialogue about the European 

Parliament and its activities 

 

 increasing knowledge and understanding of the three pillars around which the 

European Parliament operates - politics, policies, values. 

 

This call for proposal is open to all the partners in order to select projects in the field 

of internet-based activities/online media and/or in the field of events (of a non-

political nature).  

 

Specific grant agreements will be signed with those partners who have been awarded 

a grant for a specific project following the launch of this call for proposals. These 

specific grant agreements will define the precise subject of the agreement, the 

conditions for implementation of the action covered, and the maximum amount to be 

co-financed. 

 

Download centre and EP Network 

A free of charge one-stop-shop for downloading communication material is at the 

disposal of the public under the following link 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/downloadcentre. Users can easily access the download 

centre which provides communication material (ready-to-print and ready-to-use) in all 

languages and in various formats. In this regard, beneficiaries of the Grants 

programme are invited to integrate the communication material in the implementation 

of their projects in order to ensure a coherent visual identity of the European 

Parliament. 

 

In addition, interested users may join the informal EP network in order to receive 

weekly updates by e-mail on the European Parliament’s free editorial products 

(infographics, videos, photos, news, interviews, etc.) available or about to be released 

on the EP website and related to the EP agenda by sending a request to Webcom-

Partnerships@europarl.europa.eu.  

  

 

Area of activity within the framework partnerships  

DG Communication is interested in co-financing projects relying on web-based 

technologies, in particular those in the field of online media and/or different types of 

actions and events, where the emphasis is placed on new and innovative approaches in 

communication, and on giving a new tone and image to the efforts of the European 

Parliament to enter into effective dialogue with the European citizens, especially 

young people. Proposals will concentrate on providing unbiased, accurate and up-to-

date information about the European Parliament and its Members, the role it plays as a 

democratically elected body, the political debates occurring within it, the decisions 

taken and the impact of these decisions on the daily lives of the European Citizen. 

 

Indicative maximum amount 

An indicative maximum amount of EUR 1,200,000 will be available for this call.  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/downloadcentre
mailto:Webcom-Partnerships@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:Webcom-Partnerships@europarl.europa.eu
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Maximum percentage of co-financing by the Union 

Each grant awarded may cover up to a maximum of 60 % of total eligible costs as 

presented in the budgetary estimate in the application form.  

 

Types of project sought 

The European Parliament is looking to co-finance web-based projects and events or a 

combination of both, and in particular: 

 

1) Web-based projects aimed at providing citizens with information about the 

European Parliament as described above especially in the perspective of the 2014 

European Parliament Elections in the field of: 

 online media (publication and relaying of news, current affairs, political 

reporting, analysis, etc,), including the provision of interactive services, and,  

 online democracy (encouragement and facilitation of citizen engagement and 

participation in the European political process and the development of a 

European public sphere, through the use of online tools). 

 

Originality and innovation are looked for and project proposals should demonstrate 

good audience targeting, a European dimension and a sound strategy for diffusion.  

 

2) Events (of a non-political nature), such as seminars, conferences, debates, 

discussion fora, exhibitions, competitions, cultural or sporting activities - aimed 

at providing a communication platform for presenting the European Parliament to 

the citizens across the 28  Member States. These events may be organized at pan-

European, national, regional or local level.  

Proposals may be made for one-off events or for a series of events. Proposals may 

also be made for events which will form part of a bigger event. Whilst the event(s) 

itself should be the focus point of the project, proposals may also include the use of 

other communication tools - television, radio, web - as supporting elements.  

Proposals should show evidence of proper targeting, with a clearly defined potential 

participating population. The events proposed must clearly demonstrate potential for 

significant outreach, and offer high visibility.   

Proposals with potential for substantial media impact and/or potential to generate 

sustainable benefits, for example in leading to the creation of enduring networks or by 

generating a multiplicator or knock-on effect, will be favourably viewed.   

 

Information to be provided in the proposal 

Grants will only be offered to project proposals which are clearly and well-defined, 

which have been researched and fully developed having taken all time-schedule and 

budget considerations into account, which are ready to commence, and which aim at 

achieving the above-mentioned objectives.  

 

For projects with a web component 

 

Proposals must include a detailed description of the project; the project schedule, the 

expected outreach and methods to be employed to assess the impact of the project. 
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They should also include: 

 screen shots and/or mock-ups of web pages and/or online tools (existing, if 

relevant, and planned) 

 traffic/usage data of relevant web site(s)/tools over past two years, if 

applicable   

 

The use and/or referral to editorial products and audiovisual and web materials 

produced by the European Parliament, such as articles, background information and 

infographics, are all elements which will be perceived favourably. 

 

For projects with an event component 

 

The project proposal must include a detailed description of the project; the project 

schedule; the venue(s) foreseen; the expected number of participants and details of the 

target group (including details of how the participants/audiences will be selected for 

invitation or whether the event will be open to the general public); and methods to be 

employed to assess the impact of the project. 

 

Use of the final prodcut 

DG Communication reserves the right to include a link to the project on the website of 

the European Parliament. 

Start and duration of projects 

Projects should be implemented between 01/04/2015 and 31/03/2016. 

The maximum duration of projects will be 12 months. 

 

Eligibility criteria 

 Eligibility of the applicant 

This call is only open to organisations who have successfully applied for partnership 

under call for proposals COMM/2012/FPA  

 

 Eligibility of the proposal 

Only proposals submitted by eligible applicants in compliance with the procedure of 

submission described hereinafter will be considered. 

 

Award criteria 

The grants will be awarded following a comparative assessment of the proposals on 

the basis of the following criteria: 

 

1) Understanding of the mission of the Directorate for Communication of the 

European Parliament as demonstrated by the pertinence of the proposed action 

within the context in which the mission is to be carried out (max. 10 points); 

 

2) Pertinence of the targeting analysis in terms of socio-demographic criteria 

carried out and relevance of the identified audience (max. 10 points); 

 

3) Potential outreach and impact of the proposed actions, particularly in 

respect of the target audience (European Youth) (max. 40 points):  
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4) Creativity and originality of the proposed actions (max. 20 points); 

 

5) Quality and methodology of the proposal (max. 30 points) including: 

 quality and experience of the proposed team, 

 methodology to be employed for its realisation and time schedule for 

implementation, 

 publicity planned for the activities and methods for disseminating results, 

 methods to assess the impact of the project. 

 

6) Cost effectiveness of the action: the adequacy of resources allocated to the 

project (human and financial) in relation to the planned activities (max. 10 

points); 

 

A maximum of 120 points will be awarded. 

 

Evaluation process 

All applications will be assessed in accordance with the award criteria listed above. 

The result of the assessment process will be subject to the budget available. As a 

result, only the top ranked proposals may be selected for funding within the limits of 

the budget available 

The European Parliament will inform each applicant of the final decision taken. 

Applicants whose proposals have not been selected for funding will be informed of 

the results of the evaluation process upon request. 

 

Publicity and information requirements 

In accordance with the General conditions, all beneficiaries are under the obligation to 

acknowledge that the present activity has received funding from the Union in all 

documents and media produced, in particular final delivered outputs, related reports, 

brochures, press releases, videos, software, etc. including at conferences and 

seminars. 

 

The European Parliament’s official logo (with disclaimer) and visual identity should 

be used in all publicity, activities, publications organised within any granted project.   

More information on the logo and the visual identity may be found on the webpage 

dedicated to the European Parliament’s Grants Programme at 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/aboutparliament/en/00beb2559e/Grants.html and on 

the webpage of the download centre for communication material at 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/downloadcentre 

 

Procedure for submission of proposals 

a) Format 

Applications must be submitted electronically using the grant application form 

annexed to this call for proposals. The application form and the project proposed must 

be submitted in English. The supporting documents may be in the language of the 

country concerned. We do not require translated documents. 

 

b) Modes of transmission and deadline 

Applications must be submitted electronically by 15 January 2015 at midnight. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/aboutparliament/en/00beb2559e/Grants.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/downloadcentre
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In order to register a grant application, the applicant must download and fill in the 

application form available on the European Parliament’s website at 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/aboutparliament/en/00beb2559e/Grants.html, 

following the guidelines and instructions provided in the form, and submit it by 

pressing on “submit by Email” at the bottom of the form.  

 

The form may be filled in offline, edited and saved several times (if necessary) and 

submitted at a later stage without prejudice to the above mentioned deadline. 

 

By clicking on “Submit by email”, the form will be automatically attached to an email 

addressed to the European Parliament. Requested supporting documentation, together 

with a scanned copy of the signed declaration by the applicant (section 5 of the 

application form), must be manually attached to the same email before sending it to 

the European Parliament. E-mail body may be filled in with comments relevant to the 

application if necessary. 

 

In order to be processed by the European Parliament, the form must not be renamed. 

In addition, it is advised not to change the automated e-mail title. 

 

Paper applications or electronic applications on data carriers (CD Rom, USB Stick) 

will not be accepted. Applicants should note however that an original application in 

paper may be requested by the European Parliament in the course of the evaluation 

and the award process. 

 

It is highly recommended to submit your grant application before the above 

mentioned deadline in order to avoid potential delays which might be caused by a 

large number of simultaneous applications. 

 

The date and time of submission will be the date and time of sent applications, as 

registered by the European Parliament’s server. 

 

Request for complementary information and notification of results 

Questions of clarification may be sent by e-mail to dgcomm-

subvention@europarl.europa.eu. Replies will be provided within 5 working days. 

Once a proposal has been received and registered by the Parliament, an 

acknowledgment of receipt will be dispatched to the applicant. 

 

DG Communication will notify receipt of applications and results, by e-mail only, to 

the contact person named in the grant application form. 

 

Upon submission of their application, applicants will receive information on the 

evaluation and award process in 3 steps: 

1- Acknowledgement of receipt stating the date and time of application.  

2- Email confirming the status of the application:  

 Confirmation that the application is under assessment and 

communication of the grant application ID (to be reminded in all 

correspondence with the European Parliament), or 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/aboutparliament/en/00beb2559e/Grants.html
mailto:dgcomm-subvention@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:dgcomm-subvention@europarl.europa.eu
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 Information to the applicant that the application cannot be considered 

for evaluation (in case of mistaken, incomplete or duplicate 

application) 

3- Notification of the results of the evaluation (selected and rejected grant 

proposals) 

 


